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CONFIBENHAL/IFOUO

western Baghdad to Adhamiyah, it expanded south to Iskandiriyah, then south to Karbala.
The expansion was not ubiquitous. It went up to Ba'qouba this summer, up to Hawijah in
the last couple of months. That was the cesspool in MND-North. In Hawijah, there was
a FOB McHenry which was a heroic place to stand. | think the 1st of the 317th was the
infantry battalion there and | think it got the Presidential Unit Citation for its year in
McHenry with the 101st. Today, you can walk through that town.

22:00. The Sahwa movement has expanded because commanders have evolved. But the
pushback we are getting with detainee releases, especially out west with some Marines,
reflects commanders who have not mentally made that leap to reconciliation. They're
calling it 'catch and release’ because they're not ready to reconcile and make peace by
repatriating former combattants. We know who they are; we've got pledges, and releases
are conditional. If the released detainees screw up, it is back for the long-haul. But the
commanders are not prepared and have not prepared their troops mentghy to end the
fighting. This war has to end in a controlled fashion, with careful r %

Question 3: I've seen a succession of soap opera @mas involving
the Gol cabinet and PM Maliki, that he was ont ay out, then that
he had strengthened his position. How havau adjusted to this
topsy-turvy political atmosphere, and d ink you've learned to
distinguish serious threats from bluster™

23:36. This whole . .. one of the most fascinatifNg things as a political scientist is politics
in Iraq, which is always frustrating, tends @ ertaining from a masochistic point of
view. The ... Maliki was selected to ke the because he was the safe, compromise
candidate. He came from the Dawa P which is the small, relatively non-aligned Shia
party, much smarter than 1SCI and AM. He was thought to be manipulable.
Starting in March through mid-ﬁsf 2007, he started emerging as an independent
actor, which caught a lot of f; guard. The Sadrists were the ones who voted for
him, so he was thought to ly beholden to them, at least through the March of '06
and early '07. When w. him clear evidence of JAM SG actions that were
undermining the co authorized direct action against JAM SGs. He has always
been distrustful eir candidate was Abdel Mahdi. It came down to a couple of
votes. Mahdi st% rs designs to be in charge, and he would be capable. Still, if
there were a govefnment change, he would be the one to take power. The Kurds, deeply
frustrated, were pushing hard for a change of government. The US was very studious,
listened a lot, but left it to them. When it came to it, ISCI was not willing to pull the
trigger. Had ISCI chosen to, they could have pulled the trigger (on Maliki) by combining
with the Kurds and probably with large elements of Sunnis who dislike Maliki, and made
it happen. | think it did not happen because Sistani withheld his approval for action, and
that made I1SCI hold off doing something to change the government. So there's been an
uneasy second chance. Had great progress when January began, progress has slowed.
They are not allowed to go home until they have a budget, but all the Arabs (Shia and
Sunni) are lined up against the Kurds' demand for 17% of the budget plus pay for
peshmerga. The Kurds have overreached. Their population is probably 13% of the
whole country. The peshmerga don't serve Gol, just KRG. We think a compromise will
be 17% and no pesh, but that has not come yet.
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